
Introduction
The Juvenile Aid Group (JAG) is a specialist team within the WA Police force, focused on 
young people in the WA community.  By identifying unaccompanied juveniles, and 
intervening early in the evening, prior to the effects of substance abuse and peer pressure 
taking hold, the team aim to prevent possible engagement in offending behaviours and by 
doing so, divert them away from potential court processes.

Client Goals
The ambition of the JAG team was to grow their knowledge regarding sexual health for 
young people and address strategies for engaging young people with sexual health issues. 
The objective was twofold; providing tools and guidance that would support conversations 
with young people experiencing sexual health issues, and then furnishing the team with 
referral points and pathways to allow young people to receive the support and treatment 
needed.

WA Police professional development training 
about young people and sexual health

Achieving the goals
The education team at SHQ, in consultation with Sargent Croghan, drew on 
international best practice and knowledge to design an interactive, bespoke 
workshop. This professional development combined presentation of existing 
research, current issues and resources, group discussions, and activities.

The training was supported by the Youth Team from the Aboriginal Health Council 
of WA, who attended to present on the specialist topic of working with Aboriginal 
young people and cultural sensitivities. This was accompanied by an open panel 
discussion .

Outcome
Feedback from the session was overwhelmingly positive with 88% of the JAG team 
strongly agreeing that the training had improved their knowledge and 
understanding about sexual health and young people. 

Nearly 90% of the participants also strongly agreed that they now have enough 
knowledge to start conversations about sexual health with young people. 

Reflecting on the training, one member of the JAG team said,
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Most useful was knowing how to 
start a conversation and knowing 
how to be able to gain trust. The 

workshop gave me a better 
understanding of the sexual health 
issues young people face and I am 

going to adapt my use of 
communication skills and advice

on referrals.

SHQ (Sexual Health Quarters) Education & Training
70 Roe Street, Northbridge WA 6003        08 9227 6177           ed@shq.org.au            

shq.org.au


