
Abnormally shaped teeth

Blindness

Deafness

Saddle-shaped
nose

Cracked skin
around the mouth

What can it do?
Syphilis can cause premature birth, miscarriage
or stillbirth. Babies with syphilis may not show 
symptoms at birth. If they do, they may have skin 
rashes, yellow skin (called jaundice), or large amounts of 
fluid build-up in the body. This fluid build-up can cause 
heart failure. Many babies with this do not survive. 

Congenital syphilis can also cause brain and nerve 
problems, like blindness, deafness, or seizures. Here are 
some other symptoms of congenital syphilis: 
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What should I do?
Get a test! If someone is pregnant, they will have more 
than one syphilis test as part of their pregnancy 
appointments. This is because syphilis can be passed to 
someone during pregnancy.

Fluid build up
= heart failure

Swollen
joints

Abnormally
shaped shins

What is it? 

If you’re pregnant, ask your health worker for a syphilis test today!
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When someone has syphilis, they can pass it on to their 
unborn baby- this is called congenital syphilis. It can 
cause serious health problems and health defects for the 
baby. 

Since the start of the syphilis outbreak in 2014, babies 
have died in WA because of congenital syphilis. 

Syphilis may not show symptoms and can be transmitted 
through sex. Someone can have syphilis for a long time 
without knowing. This is why it is important to test, even if 
you have no symptoms. Testing is quick and easy-you 
can get a test at your local medical clinic. 

syphilis is easily preventable
 with testing and treatment 


